
THE LANDING TIMES 
Landing School’s Newspaper 
Landing’s After School Club                                                             Edition 2, April 2022 
Students: Persis Abraham, Ella Castronovo, Abby Lupinski, Maya Miller, Victoria Scagliola ,  Ava Zuppardi
Led by: Ms. Harechmak

Watch, Listen and Learn with David Gonzalez 
By Persis Abraham and Abby Lupinski 

Over the years Landing School has taken their children to many different places for a special treat: a field trip. Recently the whole 
school got the honor of seeing the amazing David Gonzalaz at the Tilles Center! He is an awesome storyteller, poet, musician, playwright and 
Public Speaker. We would like to give a big thank you to our amazingly generous PTA who helped pay for the trip. We took 8 buses! 

First David Introduced himself and his (talented) pianist. David showed us where he and his family were from. He was from New York, 
New York. His parents are from Puerto Rico. He told us about stories passed down from his family. He used an interactive technique. He let 
the crowd talk with him for example: UNO, DOS, TRES! He also used Spanish in a way that everyone could understand. He also had a 
catchphrase, “Watch, Listen and Learn.” Through his stories he told us what that meant to him and his family.

The lucky 5th graders had the opportunity to work with the amazing Mrs. Elise May. She is a French cultural art teacher who came into 
the 5th grade classrooms to work on activities with the classes. She came twice before the show and once after the show.  She helped us 
share about our own family cultures in a way similar to David Gonzalez. Mrs. May also taught us to respect and be grateful for our fortune that 
we have here in America. She also taught people how to tell stories with their bodies and minds, not just our voices.

We asked kids around the school about what they feel about David Gonzalez. Emily from 5th grade said: “I liked him. He was nice and 
funny.” Gabriel from 4th grade said, “I loved him. I loved him because he was funny and he was better than Kevin Hart.” 4th grader Zoe said, 
“David G was really good and he's such an inspiration. He was an inspiration because he had such a voice with emotion. The way he told the 
stories was like it was actually happening at that moment.” Overall, the students enjoyed the field trip! 

Golden Spatula Award 
By Ella Castronovo

 

The Golden Spatula Award is a school-wide 
competition that Mrs. Doeshner created as we are welcomed 
back into the APR for lunches. Each class is competing 
against the entire grade! The challenge goes on for four 
weeks. To get a Golden Spatula Award, you need to follow 
the lunchroom expectations. Some of the expectations 
include: Sitting down correctly, using manners, cleaning up, 
and being respectful. Many classes are doing a great job. The 
Golden Spatula Award will be coming to a conclusion right 
before Spring Break!
   This competition should continue and most kids in Landing 
enjoy the fun activity during their lunch period.If your class 
wins the entire competition, your class will get a pizza party 
or extra recess!  Some kids wants extra recess while others 
want a pizza party! Everyone is wondering who is going to 
win, what class do you think will win?

School News 



  PACT With Safety
 By Abby Lipinski, Maya Miller, Victoria Scagliola, and Persis Abraham

5th Grade Fun

Officer Pitman (top) and Officer Telese (bottom) 

Have you seen some of the Glen Cove Police Officers in our 
building? Have you heard about GC PACT? GC PACT stands for Good 
Choices Police And Community Together. It is a program at Landing 
that used to be called PRIDE. 5th grade teachers and students all 
participate in the lessons and activities each week. Once a week one of 
the police officer’s comes to all of the 5th grade classes. Officer Pitman 
and Officer Telese teach us about peer pressure, making safe choices, 
and respecting our peers. Peer means people in your age group. For 
example, a student in your class is a peer but a parent or teacher is not 
a peer. 

During one of the classes we learned about the dangers of 
alcohol. We are learning the laws to prevent ourselves from being put in 
difficult situations. One way we experienced this was by using goggles 
that showed us what it feels like to be intoxicated. It was very difficult to 
catch a ball and walk in a straight line. It is important that we follow the 
rules and laws so we can keep ourselves and peers safe. We will 
continue with a few more lessons to learn about more things we may 
come across in the community. Most importantly we are going to learn 
ways to say no, respect each other, and be safe in the community. 

Violet BEEcomes a Long Island Regional Speller 
By Abby Lupinski

On March 26, 2022 our friend, Violet Leone Stanco went to the Long Island 
Spelling Bee.There were a total of 30 students from all over Long Island and she 
was number 25. This was such an accomplishment because she was the last 5th 
grader standing and was competing against 8th graders! We are very proud of 
Violet as she made it to the 4th round in this tough competition. She sadly did not 
proceed to the National Spelling Bee in Washington DC but still got to participate in 
a very unique competition. 

We asked Violet, “What was your opinion on the second spelling bee?”  She 
said, “It was a really big stage so it was stressful. There were a lot of people and 
some of them were genuinely really into it, so it was fun.”  After that we asked her, 
“Did you enjoy anything about the spelling bee?” She replied with, “It was a cool 
experience, it was on a stage and all.” Lastly, we asked Violet, “Were you nervous 
about anything?” She said, “It was kinda difficult. It made me more nervous and I 
heard the words and I was like…oh no this will be difficult.” We are very proud of 
Violet for making it this far and representing Landing School! Good job Violet! 

5th Grade Follow up



First Time in the Landing APR 
By Ella Castronovo and Ava Zuppardi

4th Grade Fun

The fourth grade students have not been to the lunch room for almost two 
years…since second grade…but guess what? At Landing School, they can eat in the 
cafeteria once again! This was the fourth graders' first time in a new cafeteria. At the 
Deasy lunch room, it was loud and very, very crowded. At Landing it is less crowded 
and very quiet for a cafeteria! Because COVID-19 is still around, on the lunch tables 
they have Landing School stickers to show the proper spacing to stay safe. Yes, we 
all know we would like to sit with our friends closer to talk more and not too quiet, 
but because of COVID-19, we need to be at least 3 feet apart. Also, because we are 
so spaced out, one class will be in the classroom each day.

Because of COVID-19, all of the students have not been in the cafeteria so 
that we wouldn’t get sick. But, COVID-19 has gotten better and we are now allowed 
to eat in the lunch room. The fourth grade students have gotten to hang out with 
their friends and eat in an open space with lots of other kids from fourth grade 
classes. The lovely cafeteria ladies have made us yummy meals everyday that kids 
enjoy!

The fourth grade students also are participating in a competition against 
other fourth grade classes called…The Golden Spatula Award. The custodians look 
around at each class and see which is the neatest and kindest class to the judges (( 
adults & custodians )).So far, each class has won. Good luck to all the fourth grade 
classes! 

4th Graders First Year in Band and Orchestra! 4th Grade Fun

4th Grade Band 

Band by Ella Castronovo
This is the fourth grader’s first school year in band! It has been a bit of a struggle but we are going to 

do it! The band students have a weekly lesson and full band rehearsal twice a week during recess. The 
band instruments are in groups of the woodwinds, percussion, and brass! Their main song is called, 
“Beginning Band March”. They also have other songs but you will hear them if you come to watch their 
concert. Band instruments are so fun, and so are the children in the band..especially our teacher, Mr. 
Iannelli! The band students worked so hard to learn these songs (as well as the orchestra & chorus)! Enjoy 
the concert! 

5th grade band is 
doing great as well! 
Donʼt forget to check 
out their concert as 
well. 



4th Grade Orchestra by Ava Zuppardi
The Orchestra is a group of kids who play the 

violin, the viola, the cello or the bass, and they play 
together. Mrs. Criblez is working really hard with 
students during weekly lessons and full orchestra 
practices.This year, the main song is “Hoe Down”. 
There are also other songs but I will not spoil it for the 
concert. Learning these songs was a piece of cake for 
some!The children love orchestra and are enjoying 
learning new songs.The children worked hard and 
they want you to see their concert in May! 

4th Grade Fun

4th Grade Orchestra 
5th grade Orchestra 
is doing great as 
well! Donʼt forget to 
check out their 
concert as well. 

Glowing in Third Grade
 By Maya Miller and Victoria Scagliola 

    3rd Grade Fun

 Have you ever made a homemade lava lamp and do you know what 
goes in it? All of the third graders at Landing participated in a science 
experiment and created a lava lamp. They did a lava lamp experiment 
where they split into groups of three or four students. They each got a 
different material and they all mixed it in a cup. Some of the ingredients 
were food coloring, vegetable oil and vinegar. Mr. Piteris, the Glen Cove 
Science Coordinator came into all the classes to work with the third 
graders. He came in a lab coat and goggles. People thought he was a real 
scientist and were amazed that a real scientist was in the school!

 Some kids favorite parts were adding the food coloring and seeing 
the color change and watching bubbles form from oil.This project was 
helpful to students because we got to learn to work together and take 
turns. Teachers thought that it was fun for kids to learn how to make a lava 
lamp if they had one and also they got to wear goggles and other science 
clothes. Overall, all the kids had such a great time making lava lamps and 
got to learn so many new things about experiments and working together.

Thank you Third graders Barbra, Stella, Hanna, Angeli, Angel and 
teacher Mrs. Barsic for giving us our information. 

Mr. Piteras in Mrs. Barsicʼs class 



Mrs. Topolovicʼs Class 

Mrs. Mazzaʼs Class Mrs. Tenkeʼs class Ms. Duignanʼs  Class Ms. Marulloʼs class

Mrs. McCordsʼs Class 

Fun Zone As a class spot all the differences in these photos. Write down the differences 
on a paper or email Ms. Harechmak no later than Friday, April 8th at 12 pm . If 
your class found all the differences we will go on the loudspeaker and pick 1 
class to earn 15 minutes of extra recess. Good luck! 



Spring Jokes 1. Why are waterbeds so bouncy? 

2. Does February march? 

3. When do monkeys fall from the sky?

4. What did summer say to spring?

5. What kind of jewelry does the easter bunny wear? 

Answers
1.They’re filled with spring 
water!
2 No, but April may
3 April showers
4 Help, I’m going to fall! 
5 14 Carrot gold

!. 


